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Integrating Your Sources
A presentation for BioSTAR students
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Why is it important to think about how you
integrate your sources?

Be legal

Be ethical

Be
convincing

So what will we be covering today?
• Direct quotations
• Summarizing
• Annotating
• Paraphrasing

Building a sentence with your integrated sources

Building a sentence with your integrated sources

Signal Phrases
• Use these as you introduce your quote/summary/paraphrasing of a source
• You want to introduce how your Q/S/P relates to your topic, which can mean
introducing:
 Who the author is
 What organization is behind the research

 Where the source came from

Examples
Verbs
Acknowledges
Admits
Advises
Agrees
Argues
Asserts
Believes
Charges
Claims
Comments
Concludes
Concurs
Confirms
Contends
Declares
Denies

Disagrees
Disputes
Emphasizes
Grants
Illustrates
Implies
Insists
Notes
Observes
Points out
Reasons
Rejects
Reports
Responds
Suggests
Thinks

John Doe, an international
environmental program specialist with
the Environmental Protection Agency
acknowledges that “…”

In Citizen science in the digital age:
Rhetoric, science, and public engagement,
James Wynn emphasizes that “…”
In the words of Nobel prize-winning
physicist Duncan Haldane, “…”

Why is this important?
Signal phrases help you to acknowledge:
•

Who is expressing a quote or idea

•

How the quote or idea works with your
research question

•

Where you are going in the paper with this
quote or idea

Direct Quotations
Direct quotations should be used sparingly. It is best to use them:
• when the wording of the quotation is highly technical
• when it is important to show exact wording (e.g., in an interview or debate)
• when you are analyzing or interpreting a passage

Barney Stinson, a main character from the television
show “How I Met Your Mother,” once said

Example

This inspirational quote has been used to…

As we began to think about the impact that this research
may have, something that Carl Sagan, an American
astronomer, cosmologist, astrophysicist, astrobiologist, and
author, said came to mind:

Example

This idea that imagination is necessary to move forward
is an important one, as many great discoveries have
proven that there is more to the world than we can
easily observe.

Practice
Using the article you brought with you, choose a statement or two that you might
want to quote directly in a paper and highlight them in one color.
In the space below the instructions in your worksheet, write a short paragraph
following the ICE method (introduction, cited quote, explanation), using one of the
quotations you highlighted.

Why is this important?
Direct quotations:
•

provide support for your ideas

•

allow you to analyze passages or specific data
from another source

•

should be used sparingly so that your ideas
shine through a paper

Summarizing
Summarizing is about:
• main ideas
• main points
• major support
Monet, “Houses Of Parliament,
Effect Of Sunlight In The Fog”

Big picture, not small details

1. A man goes on a long journey to deliver a package.
2. A cowboy must deal with an unwelcome alien.
3. An orphan discovers he has magic powers and
saves the world.

Examples

4. A reluctant hero competes for the freedom of
his/her people and inspires them to believe they are
strong enough to defeat their foes.
5. A father vows to get his child/children back no
matter the cost.

https://www.buzzfeed.com/hunterschwarz/movies-that-have-the-exact-same-plot-if-you-had-to-describe?utm_term=.qa5ZxaPZv#.hhbG8xeGq

1. A man goes on a long journey to deliver a package.

Examples

https://www.buzzfeed.com/hunterschwarz/movies-that-have-the-exact-same-plot-if-you-had-to-describe?utm_term=.qa5ZxaPZv#.hhbG8xeGq

2. A cowboy must deal with an unwelcome alien.

Examples

https://www.buzzfeed.com/hunterschwarz/movies-that-have-the-exact-same-plot-if-you-had-to-describe?utm_term=.qa5ZxaPZv#.hhbG8xeGq

3. An orphan discovers he has magic powers and
saves the world.

Examples

https://www.buzzfeed.com/hunterschwarz/movies-that-have-the-exact-same-plot-if-you-had-to-describe?utm_term=.qa5ZxaPZv#.hhbG8xeGq

4. A reluctant hero competes for the freedom of
his/her people and inspires them to believe they are
strong enough to defeat their foes.

Examples

https://www.buzzfeed.com/hunterschwarz/movies-that-have-the-exact-same-plot-if-you-had-to-describe?utm_term=.qa5ZxaPZv#.hhbG8xeGq

5. A father vows to get his child/children back no
matter the cost.

Examples

https://www.buzzfeed.com/hunterschwarz/movies-that-have-the-exact-same-plot-if-you-had-to-describe?utm_term=.qa5ZxaPZv#.hhbG8xeGq

Tips
• As you’re reading the article or text you want to summarize, underline or
highlight the main points (if it’s your copy), or make notes.
• If you’re summarizing multiple articles/works for your paper, summarize each
one in your notes as you finish reading it.

• When you’re ready to summarize, do that from your notes instead of the actual
article – then the words are more your own than the original author’s.

Practice
Using the article you brought with you, choose a 1-2 paragraph passage and
highlight them in a second color.
In the space below the instructions in your worksheet, write a short summary of the
passage, including the authors’ names, a signal phrase, and an appropriate citation
at the end of the summary.

Why is this important?
Summaries:
•

show that you have done your research and are
capable of concisely stating what the current
scholarship in the field is saying

•

help you to recognize important ideas in a text
and how to ignore irrelevant information

Annotating
There are two types of annotating that you might hear about when it comes to
papers:
1. Annotated note taking
Annotating can help you identify patterns in the text, and make note
of important words and ideas. What you annotate depends on your
purpose, although making notes can be helpful for all types of reading.
2. Annotated bibliographies
Annotating your sources in a bibliography provides a short summary,
as well as why that source is useful for your paper (in your opinion).

Example:
Note Taking

Novak, I. Science: A many-splendored thing; World
Scientific: Hackensack, NJ, 2011.

Example:
Bibliography

Science: A many-splendored thing explores the
interconnectedness of the different branches of
science, as well as misconceptions that both scientists
and the public hold about various scientific topics.
This is useful as an overview source for ____this
specific misconception_____ that I will be addressing
within this paper.

Practice
Using the article you brought with you, practice annotating a page or two using
some of the techniques listed in your worksheet (or others that you prefer).
Then, using whatever citation style you are most comfortable with, write a 2-3
sentence annotation for the article. Include the full citation, a quick summary, and a
statement of the article’s value for your project.

Paraphrasing
Paraphrasing is about putting a quote
into your own words.
Pro: This is the type of
integration most professors
and journals want to see as it
shows synthesis of the
material you’re researching.
Con: This is the easiest
method to plagiarize.

Details, not as much big picture.

Houses of Parliament,
http://abcnews.go.com/International/he
avy-fog-europe-major-delays-epicpictures/story?id=34915265

Original text:
“We have already seen that one of the results
stemming from the shift from the oral to the
literary in the institutionalization of the fairy
tale was a loss of live contact with the
storyteller and a sense of community or
commonality.”

Example

Source: Jack Zipes, Fairy Tale as Myth/Myth as
Fairy Tale, 1983, p. 78
Paraphrased:
Jack Zipes insists the connection that is
created by sharing fairy tales verbally
between people has been lost over time as
fairy tales began being shared as print
materials instead of being shared by wordof-mouth (1983).

Tips
• As you’re reading the article or text you want to summarize, underline or
highlight the quotations you would like to paraphrase (if it’s your copy), or make
notes.
• In your notes, take the parts you want to paraphrase from the article and put
them into your own words
• Make sure to jot down the citation for each of these!
• When you’re writing your paper, paraphrase from your notes so that the wording
is more your own than the author’s and is a true paraphrasing.

Summarizing

Paraphrasing

• Taking multiple paragraphs or
an entire work and condensing
it into a few sentences

• Taking a direct quotation and
putting it into your own words

• Main ideas and themes
• Much shorter and more general
than the author’s version

• Detailed and specific
• Relatively the same length and
level of detail as the original
quote

Practice
Using the article you brought with you, choose a 2-3 sentence quote that you want
to paraphrase and highlight those sentences in a third color.
In the space below the instructions in your worksheet, write your paraphrasing of
the quote, making sure that you are doing this in your own words and sentence
structure.

Why is this important?
Paraphrasing:
•

shows that you have not only read an article or
book, but that you are taking the ideas shared
and are synthesizing/explaining them in your
own terms

•

is what many professors and journals will
expect to see in your papers/articles

